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Career spotlight

Medical lab technician

Kim Smith
Staff Reporter

f you have an interest in the medical

field, but do not enjoy contact with
patients then a medical laboratory
technician career maybe the niche for
you.

There are many opportunities
that medical technicians have, such
as working in hospital labs, private
clinics, research labs, vet labs,
industries, forensic studies, blood
banks, microbiology, chemistry and
public health facilities. There are also
opportunities to teach, manage and
sale with this career.

When asked what she enjoys most
about this profession, Katherine Karas,
program director, said, “What I enjoy
most about this profession is the
combination of hands-on skills and
thought that is required.”

When asked if there was one piece
of information that she would like for

students to know about the program,
she said, “ This profession has so many
different opportunities and chances
for growth. As your life or interests
change, so can your career.

"The information you learn in
our program is directly related to a
patient’s health.

"It is an intense program..but it
is very rewarding and exciting,” she
said.

"The profession allows for a
relatively easy advancement of
individuals from an associate degree
to a bachelor’s and even a master’s
degree in medical technology/clinical
laboratory science,” Karas said. The
medical laboratory technician program
at Vol State consists of 67 credit hours.

This program is privately-funded
by several hospitals in the surrounding
counties.

If you are interested in more
information, please contact Katherine
Karas, program director at 615-230-
3363 or 1-888-335-8722, ext. 3363.
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Obituaries
Vol State feels the loss of two dedicated
members of the school this month.

Stacy Willis
Staff Reporter

n Oct. 6 Larry Dwain Matthews

died due to an unexpected heart
attack. He taught computer classes
at the Livingston campus since Sept.
1997. The staff and students were
shocked at the passing of Matthews,
recalling he had taught their CIS 150
class only two days earlier.

Matthews is survived by wife,
Sharon Lee and two sons, Chad and
Marcus He also left behind a brother,
James York and a sister, Eddie Ruth
Lovell. He and his wife resided in
Jamestown, Tenn. Matthews was born
May 16, 1948 and departed Oct. 6,
2004. Mundy Funeral Home handled
the arrangements, and the services
were held at 2 PM. on Saturday, Oct.
9. His eternal resting place is Fentress
Memorial Gardens.

arry W. Long, custodian for Jani

King Cleaning Service for the
Woods Campus Center, 51, died
Oct. 17, 2004.

He is survived by son, Larry D.
Long, brother Lee W. Long, sisters
Dale Marshall and Sandy Everett.

Along with his family, Long
leaves behind his Jani King family
and his Vol State family.

Long was a quiet man, but when
he spoke his words were filled with
an intelligence beyond his position.
While working as custodian for
the Campus Center, he also held
two other jobs in order to support
his family. Long was interred at
Greenwood Cemetery in Nashville
on Oct. 22.

Got HOPE?

Eligible students still have time to apply with online FAFSA

Nashville, Tenn. — Tennessee
students who make the grade for the
HOPE Scholarship have until Oct. 29
to get their applications processed to
receive the award for the 2004-2005
academic year. Applications processed
by Oct. 29 will be considered for HOPE
and other Tennessee Education Lottery
Scholarship (TELS) Program awards.

Dr. Myron Oglesby-Pitts, director
of TELS, said, “This opportunity is
too good to pass up. If you are an
eligible student...and you still have not
applied for HOPE, I encourage you to
apply online immediately to get the
scholarship you have earned. If you
don’t get HOPE in your first semester,
you can’t get it later, and that could
mean giving up as much as $20,000
over the course of an education.”

To apply for HOPE and other TELS
awards, students must submit a 2004-
2005 Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) and be enrolled
at an eligible institution. The online
FAFSAisavailable at www.fafsa.ed.gov
and takes approximately one week to
process.

Students graduating from high
school in Dec. 2004 will have until
Friday, Feb. 4, 2005, to have the FAFSA
processed.

Applicants for the $1,250 Wilder-
Naifeh Technical Skills Grant to pursue

a certificate or diploma at a Tennessee
Technology Center may apply at any
time during the year.

Legislative changes to the HOPE
Scholarship ~ program  expanded
eligibility to many students.

Specifically, ACT requirements for
home-schooled students changed to 21
from 23, core curriculum requirements
were eliminated, and Tennessee
residents who graduated from out-of-
state boarding schools and out-of-state
high schools in counties bordering
Tennessee became eligible.

In addition, dependent children of
U.S. military or Tennessee National
Guard on active duty out of state
who have maintained home of record
in Tennessee, as well as graduates of
high schools on military bases located
in whole or in part in Tennessee, are
eligible under the revised rules.

The TELS program awards up to
$4,000 per year for eligible students
to attend a college, university or
technology center in Tennessee. So
far, approximately 47,000 awards have
been made.

For more information about the
HOPE Scholarship and other TELS
awards, visit www.TNScholarDollars.
com, or call the HOPE Hotline at (615)
741-1346 (press 1) or (800) 342-1663
(press 1).



